FOREWORD

I enjoyed perusing the book, 'A Doctor's Log*. The
reminiscences of Dr. Chaganti Suryanarayanamurthy are interest-
ing and may not appear novel for many a medical student. As
a General Medical Practitioner or a Specialist is exposed to a
variety of situations, he gains knowledge and wisdom while
overcoming them. Chaganti has, without fear or favour, recorded
his observations for the benefit of the medical profession as well
as the medical student. The author hints how the Principals
of a premier medical college evinced little interest or care and
almost neglected the administrative aspect of the medical
college and entrusted most of the office work to persons who
had neither loyalty to the institution nor stature by virtue of
their integrity. One is not surprised that an Office Manager or
Head Clerk could abuse the trust laid in him by the Principal
of a medical college and that, either for a favour or a bribe, he
was able to admit into the medical college candidates not qua-
lified for admission. This is nothing strange as this, used to
happen even in the* late thirties of this century and stray instan-
ces of this kind are reported even today.

The author vividly describes in appreciative terms, the
-cosmopolitan outlook of the medical students in Madras Medi*
cal College as the collegia was the confluence of students* from
different parts of South as well as North India, Burma, Malaysia
and Ceylon. The metamorphosis which the young medical
student undergoes while emerging as a sophisticated urban
citizen will be a happy recollection to many as their experiences
of the transformation are similar.

Dr. Suryanarayanamurthy records graphically the com-
missions and omissions in the training programme in the basic
medical sciences and in the clinical departments; and where
credit was due to his able and dedicated Professors, he has
generously acknowledged. His impressions about the dead
bodies^in the anatomy theatre which, although mummified, had
in their death served mankind in providing ample material for
the young medicos to learn the landmarks in anatomy will be